Oxford and its Story

his day a fragment of the ruined Friary was pointed
out as the room where the great wizard had been wont
to pursue his studies. And at a later time tradition
said that Friar Bacon was wont to use as an observatory
the story built over the semi-circular archway of the
gate on the south bridge, and it was therefore known
as Friar Bacon's Study. The little " gatehouse"
must have resembled Bocardo. It was leased to a
citizen named Welcome, who added a story to it,
which earned it the name of" Welcome's Folly-." So
the bridge came to be called Folly Bridge, and
though gate and house have disappeared, the new
bridge still retains the name.1

The Black and the Grey Friars were followed to
Oxford some years later by the White or Carmelite
Friars. Nicholas de Meules or Molis, sometime
governor of the castle, gave them a house on the west
side of Stockwell Street,2 now part of Worcester
College. They would seem, like the other Orders,
soon to have forgotten their traditional austerity.
Land accrued to them ; they erected suitable buildings
with planted groves and walks upon a large and
pleasant site. But not content with this, they presently
obtained from Edward II. the royal Palace of
Beaumont. Thus they presented the curious paradox
of an Order of monks who derived their pedigree in
regular succession from Elijah, and trod in theory in
the footsteps of the prophets who had retired into the
desert, living at Oxford in the palace of a King.

1  It is from this bridge that the best view of the river and
the College Barges, which line the course of the " Eights," is
obtained.  The University Boat-house is on the further bank,

2  Worcester Street=Stock well Street (Stoke-Well,  the
Well which afterwards rejoiced in the name of Plato's, as
opposed to Aristotle's Well, half a mile 00).    East of the
Well was the rough land known  till quite recently as
Broken Hayes.
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